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“Sustainable tourism development meets the needs of present tourists and host regions while protecting and enhancing opportunity for the future. It is envisaged as leading to the management of all resources in such a way that economic, social, and aesthetic needs can be fulfilled while maintaining cultural integrity, essential ecological processes, and biological diversity and life support systems.” UNWTO 2002

“What is a cynic? A man who knows the price of everything and the value of nothing.” –Oscar Wilde

International tourism--one of the largest and fastest-growing industries in the world--is the largest sector of Egypt's economy, earning the country US$11 billion in 2008.  For developing countries, tourism is often one of the biggest income generators, but if not properly managed it can create infrastructure and resource demands that can have a negative impact on local communities and the environment. How are local cultures, past civilizations, and future generations respected in the context of  economic development?
From the archaeological tourism market in the Nile Valley, to new sustainable hotel expansion on the Red Sea Coast, Egypt’s tourism business continues to grow in leaps and bounds.  What are the roles of Egypt’s public and private sectors as well as international agencies in addressing the transnational challenges of a growing tourism industry? How can Egypt generate income for its economy, and provide employment for the local population, while still protecting its environmental and cultural integrity?  In order to answer these questions with innovative ideas, students will need to combine cultural understanding, economic data, environmental concerns, and respect for ancient as well as current civilizations.  We will apply tenets of international relations, economics, history, culture, sociology and ethics to study our problem.

The goal of this course is to teach you to think critically, objectively, and intelligently about one of many transnational challenges facing your generation: sustainable tourism. My job is to present you with cohesive readings, interesting and useful information, thought-provoking discussion questions, and fair discussion. Your job is to engage with the material and professor: diligently prepare for class, thoughtfully approach our areas of research, and help your fellow students create a cohesive research team.
Research Project:  Case study of desert tourism development in Dakhla Oasis. What are the challenges for sustaining the environment, economic development, and cultural integrity? How can the challenges and successes of recent oasis development affect future desert eco-tourism in Egypt? 

Outcome: Report to Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Abercrombie & Ken
Required texts:

· Martha Honey, Ecotourism and Sustainable Development, Second Edition: Who Owns Paradise? (2007)

· Simon Dresner, The Principles of Sustainability, (2002) 

· Cassandra Vivian, The Western Desert of Egypt, (2000)

Required articles and chapters to be distributed in class: 

Suggested supplementary texts:

· Michael C. Hall, et al, eds. (2008) Sustainable Tourism Futures Perspectives on Systems, Restructuring and Innovations (Routledge Advances in Tourism)
· Herman E. Daly, Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable Development (1997)

· Jason Thompson, A History of Egypt: From Earliest Times to the Present (2008)

· Hardin, G (1968) – The Tragedy of the Commons, Science 162, p.1243-1248.
Image and essay: During your time in Cairo, you are required to submit an image accompanied by a short essay (500 words) that is meaningful to you in the context of our work. The essay describes why you have selected the image. Be as creative as you like, but remember to base the essay in the coursework. The image and essay are due June 12. 

Blackboard: All readings, power points, student presentations, and interview transcripts will be posted on Blackboard.  

Grading:

Preparation/postings/presentations
50% 

Community effort in class and travel
10%

Image and essay



10%

Portion of Group Final Project

30% 
Week I: 
Context for Sustainable Development: 

A brief history of the relevant political, social, and economic worlds

Class 1
Managing Problems Without Passports

Mon 5/17 
Lecture: A modern political/historical overview of managing global issues

Class: Approaching our problem--identifying what we need to know. The discussion portion of class will be a roundtable on approaching our research project. Where do we need to start? How do we best incorporate students backgrounds and academic interests? We will decide on a schedule of student presentations for the remaining classes. Each student will select a case from Martha Honey’s book, Ecotourism and Sustainable Development, to present to the class on Monday, 5/24



Required reading:
Martha Honey, Ecotourism and Sustainable Development, Second Edition: Who Owns Paradise? (2007) pp. 3-120

Class 2
States, Markets and Civil Societies  

Tue 5/18: 
Lecture: The role of International norms

Assignment for Class 2: Explore Egyptian governmental and NGO websites and come prepared to discuss one of each in class. 

Required Reading: 

1. Egypt Since 1800: A Study in Lop-sided Development, Charles Issawi, The Journal of Economic History, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Mar., 1961), pp. 1-25

2. 'Politics, Economics and Tourism Development in Egypt: insights into the sectoral transformations of a neo-patrimonial rentier state', Richter, Thomas and Steiner, Christian (2008) Third World Quarterly, 29: 5, 939 — 959.
3. Pro-Environmental Behavior in Egypt: Is There a Role for Islamic Environmental Ethics? Gillian Rice, Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 65, No. 4 (Jun., 2006), pp. 373-(?)39.
Class 3:
Issues in Historical Global and Human Development

Wed 5/19
Lecture: Egypt’s Colonization and Economic Development

Required Reading: 

1. "Economic reform, privatization and tourism in Egypt," Gray, Matthew, Middle Eastern Studies 34.2 (1998): 91ff. 

2. Egypt’s Political Economy, Power Relations in Development, Nadia Ramsis Farah, (AUC: 2009) pp. 1-154. Students will each be assigned one section of this book to present in a power point presentation to the class.

Class 4:
Past, Distant, and Future People 

Thu 5/20
Guest: Prof. Lynn Swartz-Dodd, Issues in Egyptian Archaeology

Required Reading: (Select 3 of the 4)

1. “Tourism: Enacting Modern Myths,” Christoph Hennig, In The Tourist as a Metaphor of the Social World. Edited by Graham M.S. Dann. New York: CABI Publishing, 2002:  169-187.

2. Anthropology of Tourism: Forging New Ground for Ecotourism and Other Alternatives, Amanda Stronza, Annual Review of Anthropology. 2001.(30) pp. 61–83.
3. “The First Environmental Disaster,” Chapter 18, The History of the Ancient World, Susan Wise Bauer, 2007. 
4. Duffy, R (2002) – A Trip too Far: Ecotourism, Politics and Exploitation, Earthscan , UK .
Click and watch:
"Death on Display" The Ethics of Exhibition of Mummies http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BNnW9OpsII
NAGPRA in Action: Case Studies in Museum-Tribal Collaboration
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbuUI8QEUzE
"Bones of Contention": Battling for Human Dignity at the Salina (Kansas) Indian Burial Pit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2ZcJTsyMbU
The Ethics and the Consequences of Excavating Egypt
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSuT-Y4_8G0
Week 2: 
Egypt, The Desert, and Sustainable Tourism
Class 5:
The Importance of Egypt’s Desert

Mon 5/24:
Lecture: The Natural World and Desert Narratives 


Documentary: Farming the Ancient Waters of the Desert

Assignment: Students will present a case study of sustainable tourism in a country other than Egypt. (Assigned from Honey’s book.)

Required reading:

1. Course text: The Western Desert of Egypt, pp 1-50. 

2. Course text: The Principles of Sustainability, pp 1-80

3. Desert ‘wastes’ of the Maghreb: desertification narratives in French colonial narratives of North Africa, Diana K. Davis, Cultural Geographies.2004; 11: 359-387.

Class 6:
Networks and Numbers: Today’s Egyptian Tourism Industry
Wed 5/25
Student presentations on tourism statistics, tourism companies, the ministry of tourism, the Dakhla Oasis, and effective NGOs.


Students will present, we raise questions and critique, and then  conduct further on-line research in class and report findings.

Class 7: 
Developing a Detailed Plan to Answer Our Research Question
Tue 5/26
Lecture: Professional advice from your professor on using background, structure, and interviews to make useful recommendations. 


Required Reading: 

1. The Western Desert of Egypt: Dakhla, pp. 107-142



2. Principles of Sustainability, pp. 115-180

3. Ecotourism as a Western Construct, Erlet Cater, Journal of Eco-Tourism, 5(1) 2006. pp. 23-39.
Class 8: 
Final Class: Preparation for meetings and interviews in Egypt

Thu 5/27
Interviews in Egypt: Reports from point-students on their interview plans, Suggestions for additional names to fill gaps in knowledge.

Zoheir Garranah, Egyptian Minister of Tourism

Hisham Fahmy, Executive Director, American Chamber of Commerce, Cairo

Amr Badr, Managing Director, Abercrombie & Kent, Middle East and North Africa

Ashraf Abu el Ghait, CEO and Founder, Djos’air Voyages, Optima Hotels and Development

Abdalla Elnockrashy, Managing Director, ORASCOM Hotels and Development

Rick Tutwiler, Director, Desert Development Center, AUC

Ahmed Moussa, Manager of Desert Lodge

Ursina Ruegg, Ecologist, Desert Lodge

Aberkrombie and Kent, Egyptologist

Scott Wayne, President, Sustainable Development through Tourism, Wash. DC
Each student will also take responsibility for preparing interview questions and data points for one site visit in Cairo by our group. 

City of Memphis and Necropolis of Sakkara

Pyramids and Sphinx

Islamic Cairo—Citadel, Mohamed Aly Mosque, Sultan Hassan Mosque

Gate of Conquest, Textile Museum, Mosque and Mausoleum Walk

El Khalili Bazaar

Egyptian Museum

Old Cairo—Coptic Museum, Hanging Church, Synagogue of Ben Ezra
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