IR 305: Managing New Global Challenges

Dr. Lyn Boyd-Judson

Fall 2007: MW 3:30-4:50

Office hours: MW 1:00-3:00 and by appt.

Office: VKC 341  

Email: lynboyd@usc.edu

TA: Mike Jackson (mtjackso@usc.edu)
“Seven blunders of the world that lead to violence: wealth without work, pleasure without conscience, knowledge without character, commerce without morality, science without humanity, worship without sacrifice, politics without principle.” --Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948)

Over forty million people are HIV positive across the globe, with the largest concentration in Sub-Saharan Africa.  How can this trend be stopped or reversed? The UN Millennium Project proposes a political framework to cut world poverty by half. What’s holding it up? Rogue states continue to develop weapons of mass destruction despite UN sanctions and threats. What’s the next step? Why is it so hard to get cooperation on these issues? Are these challenges intractable? What are the incentives and disincentives for cooperation? In short, what can be done?

The goal of this course is to teach you to think critically, objectively, and intelligently about the new transnational challenges facing your generation. My job is to present you with cohesive readings, interesting and useful information, thought-provoking discussion questions, and fair discussion. Your job is to diligently prepare for class, thoughtfully approach discussion questions, and engage on your own terms the new international challenges you will face as global citizens over the next few decades. 

You may notice that the syllabus does not have a specific section on human rights. Because human rights intersect other global issues in some manner, we will discuss human rights as part of each week’s topic. For each subject on the syllabus that needs practical global management, we may also ask: what does this mean for human rights and human security, for the next generation, for the welfare of children, for the liberation of women? Should these concerns be a significant part of our calculations? I expect the answers to these questions to be varied and contested, but their inclusion in the thought-process of managing global issues will be part of the weekly course discussion alongside other important criteria, and not separated out of the whole.

We are fortunate to have a teaching assistant (Mike Jackson) who has extremely interesting work and life experience. At times your take on issues may conflict with mine or your TA’s; this is expected in a challenging issues-oriented class. It is your responsibility to speak up and help set the course of the discussion. Outside of our class meetings, I am available through email, during my office hours, and by appointment. I encourage you to be in contact.
Required texts:
1. Martha Finnemore, National Interests in International Society (Cornell University: 1996)

2. James P. Muldoon, Jr. The Architecture of Global Governance: An Introduction to the Study of International Organizations (Westview Press: 2004)

3. Jessica Stern, Terror in the Name of God: Why Religious Militants Kill (HarperCollins: 2003)
Suggested supplementary texts:

1. P.J. Simmons and Chantal de Jonge Oudrant, eds. Managing Global Issues: Lessons Learned (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace: 2001)

2. Michael Ignatieff, American Exceptionalism and Human Rights (Princeton University Press, 2005)

3. Todd Sandler, Global Collective Action (Cambridge University Press: 2004)

Discussion board: Over the course of the semester, you are required to post (at blackboard.usc.edu) four substantive comments worth 25 points each. These postings of around 500 words must show that you have read the material and have thought through its points and implications. These postings can include critique of the readings, questions the readings raised for you, disagreements with main points, concerns you have about the issue, your thoughts on how to manage the challenge – things of this sort. Most importantly, these postings should reflect your own views. If your posting is incoherent or has little to do with the reading, you will not receive credit. 

Image and essay: Over the course of the semester, you are required to submit an image accompanied by a short essay (300 words) on a global challenge of your choosing. The essay describes why you have selected the image. Be as creative as you like. The image and essay will be due by 5pm (via email to the professor and TA) the day before the class during which your global challenge is covered. We will close each class with these images.

Collective action success story: Over the course of the semester, you will be given extra credit for specific success stories of collective action (found outside of the assigned reading) regarding any of our global challenges. Send these to me via email. This extra credit will be applied towards your participation grade of 20%.

Grading:

Discussion postings: 



25% (9/04, 9/17, 10/05, 11/21)

Class participation/quizzes/image-essay

20%

Midterm: 




25% (10/22)

Final:





30% (12/17)

Section I: 
Context for Managing ‘New Global Challenges’

Week 1: 
The Influence of Worldviews on International Politics (total: 43p)

Mon 8/27: 
Introduction to course and instructor.  Students list global challenges.



Handout: Full text--The President of Iran’s Letter to President Bush

Wed 8/29: 
Lecture: Historical context of worldviews 

Lamy, Contemporary International Issues: Contending Perspectives, pp. 13-24 and skim pp. 99-131, chapter 5 that applies the worldviews to understanding maldevelopment.

(If you have not had any IR courses, over the next few weeks refer to Muldoon Chapters 2 and 3 for review of Realists, Reformers, and Idealists, e.g. Machiavelli, Grotius, and Kant)
Week 2:
From the World of Ideas to the Real World (total: 50p)

Mon 9/03:
LABOR DAY

First post on discussion board is due Tue, 9/04 by 5 p.m.


TOPIC: Worldviews. Using the criteria explained in Lamy’s introductory chapter, discuss how system maintainers, system reformers, and system transformers might view the war in Iraq.

Wed 9/05
Muldoon, Chapter 5 “From the World of Ideas” pp99-149. 

Lecture: Historical overview of managing global challenges

Week 3:
Architects of International Order (93p)

Mon 9/10
Muldoon, Chap 6, “Architects of International Order: States, Markets, and Civil Society” pp151-209. (58p)

Wed 9/12:
The Third Force: The Rise of Transnational Civil Society pp.1-12. (Carnegie Endowment for Peace: 2001) Chapter 1, ‘What the World Needs Now?’ Florini, and Chapter 8, ‘The Power of Norms versus the Norms of Power: Transnational Civil Society and Human Rights’, Thomas Risse, pp. 187-210.

Week 4: 
 State Interests and International Norms

Mon 9/17:
CASE: Finnemore, chapter 3, “Norms and War: The International Red Cross and the Geneva Convention” Cornell University Press: 1996.

Webpost #2 due Mon, 9/17, by 9 a.m.

TOPIC: Reflecting on our case studies, discuss how you see the role of national interests in international society.  How might your ideas apply to current global challenges?

Wed 9/19:
CASE: Boyd-Judson, “A Medal of Good Hope: Mandela, Qaddafi, and the Lockerbie Negotiations” Georgetown Institute of Diplomacy
Section II:   New Global Challenges: Solutions to Save the World?
Week 5:
The Problem: ROGUE STATES
Why are they considered ‘rogue’? What are different theories for dealing with rogue states and where do your views fall in the balance? Think about security concerns, economic incentives, and ideas of justice. How do you see the whole rogue state dynamic playing out over the next few decades? Where might concerns over human rights enter this 'global challenge'
Mon 9/24:
Readings (26p)
1. “A Global Magna Carta” Garry Kasparov, 2007 (2p-posted)

2. Hoover Institute essay based on the ‘The Rise and Decline of Rogue States,’ 2. Thomas H. Henriksen, Journal of International Affairs 54, no. 2 (spring 2001): 349–73.    http://www.hooverdigest.org/013/henriksen.html
Wed 9/26:
Readings (8p)
1. Middle East Institute, Policy Brief, “What Does Libya’s Disarmament Teach About Rogue  States?” http://www.mideasti.org/articles/doc192.html (2p-posted)

Thought-provoking 2-pagers:

1. ‘Iran: Rogue State?’ Ali Mostashari, The Audit of Conventional Wisdom, MIT Center for International Studies, September 2005 (2p-posted)

2. ‘Preventing Iran from Acquiring Nuclear Weapons,’ John R. Bolton, Under Secretary for Arms Control and International Security, Remarks to the Hudson Institute Washington, DC August 17, 2004. http://www.state.gov/t/us/rm/35281.htm (2p-posted)

3. ‘And Now Iran: We can’t rule out the use of military force,’ William Kristol, The Weekly Standard, 01/23/2006, Volume 011, Issue 18. (2p-posted) http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/006/585tdlqf.asp
Week 6: 
The Problem: RELIGION AND CULTURE 
Must secular states and religio-cultural orders be in conflict? Is globalization (e.g. capitalism) steamrolling other cultures? Should we care? What are the similarities and differences historically in the role of different world religions on international politics?
Mon 10/02:
Readings

1. Religion and Global Order, selected chapters posted on Blackboard

2. ‘A Radical Solution’ R. Scott Appleby (2007) (1p)

Wed 10/04:   
 Religion and Politics—THE MIDDLE EAST


Guest Discussant: Mike Jackson

1. Vali Nasr ‘When the Shiites Rise’  Foreign Affairs (2006) (5p)

2. Testimony on Iraq, Foreign Relations Committee, January 10, 2007 

Dr. Phebe Marr (9p)

3. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sunnishia_1.shtml
Webpost #3 is due Friday, 10/05 by 5pm

TOPIC: How would you explain religion and culture as NEW global challenges? 
Week 7:
The Problem: TERRORISM (total: 98p)

What are the roots of and rationale for this strategy? What are the challenges for global cooperation and international criminal justice to counter it? Thinking outside of the "Islamic terrorism" box. Try to integrate the readings in your discussion by thinking about the psychology, as well as the networks and franchises Stern discusses, and tour current strategy to manage terrorism.
Mon 10/08:
Readings (45p)
1. Terror in the Name of God: Why Religious Militants Kill, Jessica Stern (2004) Introduction, and Chapter 6 ‘Inspirational Leaders and Their Followers’147-171, 

2. Stern, Chapter 4, ‘History’ pp.85-106.

Wed 10/10:
Readings (53p)

1. How to Win, John Arquilla, 2007 (1p)

2. Chapter 10 ‘Conclusion/Policy Recommendations’ pp281-296.

3. The 9/11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States (New York and London) W.W. Norton, 2004) Chapter on ‘What to Do: A Global Strategy’ (pp 361-398) 
Recommended: The Dynamic Terrorist Threat: An Assessment of Group Motivations and Capabilities in a Changing World, Kim Cragin and Sara A. Daly (Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 2004), pp. 1-92. (posted)

Week 8

Mon 10/15:
The Problem (Student Selected): ENERGY RESOURCES / OIL DEPENDENCE


Readings (to be posted)

Wed 10/17:
The Problem (Student Selected): NEW TECHNOLOGIES
Readings (to be posted)


Discussion sections: Midterm review

Week 9

The Problem: THE UNITED NATIONS?
What is it now? What should it be? 

Mon 10/22:
MIDTERM 
Wed 10/24:
Readings (29p)

1. Debate: ‘The United Nations: Still Relevant After All These Years?’ James Traub (moderator), Shashi Tharoor, and Ruth Wedgwood, Edited transcript of remarks, 06/12/06, part of the series, A Fairer Globalization, Carnegie Council, New York City. http://www.cceia.org/viewMedia.php/prmID/5378 (18)

2. ‘Think Again: The United Nations’ Madeleine K. Albright, Foreign Policy, Sept/Oct 2003. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=34 (3p)

3. Tom Deweese speech, American Policy Center, Nov 2005 (5p) http://www.americanpolicy.org/un/main.htm

Week 10
The Problem: American Exceptionalism / ANTI-US sentiment
Mon 10/29
Readings (28p)
1. Michael Ignatieff, ‘American Exceptionalism and Human Rights’ 1-26.

2. Jacobs, Ron. "American Exceptionalism: A Disease of Conceit", Counterpunch, 2004-07-21. http://www.counterpunch.org/jacobs07212004.html
Wed 10/31/
Readings 
1. ‘A Smarter Superpower’ Joseph Nye (1p)

2. ‘The Decline of America's Soft Power’, Joseph Nye, Foreign Affairs 2004 

3. Pew Global Attitudes Project 2007 (4p)

Week 11
The Problem: CLIMATE CHANGE 

What is the nature of global environmental threats? What are the disincentives for cooperation to address know scientific facts about the perils of damage to our globe? What are the networks of legal obligations, ethical obligations, and existing institutions?
Mon 11/05:  
Readings
1. “450 Ways to Stop Global Warming” Bill McKibben, 2007 (1p-posted)

2. ‘What to Do About Climate Change,’ Ruth Greenspan Bell, Foreign Affairs, May/June 2006. (9p)

3. How top companies are reducing emissions (2p) http://businessweek.com/magazine/content/05_50/b3963401.htm
4. BBC news page on global warming http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/world/global_warming/newsid_1575000/1575498.stm

Wed 11/07
An Inconvenient Truth
Week 12
The Problem: POVERTY
Mon 11/12:
Readings 
1. ‘The World for Sale’ C.K. Prahalad, 2007 (1p)

2. ‘The Failure of Foreign Aid: Fund What Works’ Esther Duflo, 2007 (1p)

3. George, Abraham, Wharton Business School Publications - Why the Fight Against Poverty is Failing: A Contrarian View (4p)
4. ‘Why Poor Countries Are Poor’ March 2006 (4p)
Wed 11/14
Readings
1. The Economist Global Agenda 2004 (posted)

2. The Millenium Development Goals 2007 www.undp.org

3. Yale Economic Review article on Jeffrey Sachs

http://www.yaleeconomicreview.com/issues/summer2006/sachs.php

Week 13
The Problem: AIDS AND OTHER GLOBAL HEALTH ISSUES
One side effect of increasing globalization is that disease is no longer a local phenomenon. What is our current level of global health interdependence? Do we need a comprehensive approach or a strategy more threat-specific?

Mon 11/19
Guest Discussant: Dr. Gery Ryan, RAND Health (38p)

1.  ‘AIDS in South Africa: Extent, Implications, and Response’ RAND Report (2003) by Jennifer Brower, Peter Chalk: The Global Threat of New and Reemerging Infectious Disease (30p) and Conclusion (6p) 
2. “A Shot of Prevention” Seth Berkley, 2007 (1p-posted)

3. ”A Patently Simple Idea: Medicine for the Poor” Sebastian Mallaby, 2007 (1p-posted)

Wed 11/21
PBS film: RX for Survival: A Global Health Challenge 



Webpost #4 is due before this class (11/21)



TOPIC: TBA

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Week 14


Mon 11/26
The problem: (Student selected):  AFRICA  I


Readings: (To be posted)

Wed 11/ 28: 
The problem:  (Student selected):  AFRICA II


Readings: (To be posted)

Week 15
CONCLUSION

Mon 12/03:
The Problem: SIMPLE SOLUTIONS



Muldoon, Chapter 8, ‘The New World Order and the Future of IOs’

Wed 12/05: 
Wrap-up session for Section 2 

Final Exam
Monday, December 17, 2-4pm

Instructor:
Dr. Lyn Boyd-Judson

I teach at the Annenberg School of Journalism (University of Southern California) and the USC School of International Relations. Previous research affiliations include the Rand Corporation, the Carter Center, the Hong Kong Legislative Council, the United States Embassy Berlin, and USC’s Center for International Studies. I am originally from Columbus, Georgia. I have a PhD in International Relations from the University of Southern California and have attended Vanderbilt University, Furman University, The Hague Academy of International Law, the University of Wales (Aberwystwyth), the Mershon Center for International Security (Ohio State), and the London School of Economics. 

My research and teaching tend to focus on diplomacy, ethics, global governance, international negotiation, and media studies. Before graduate school I worked as a journalist in Hong Kong and Malaysia. I have research forthcoming from International Studies Quarterly and Rowman & Littlefield Publishers and have published previously in Foreign Policy Analysis, Leiden Journal of International Law, Georgetown Pew Case Studies in International Affairs, and Asia Times. I am on the executive board of the International Studies Association-West (Examining Ethics in the Study and Practice of Global Politics) and the Women's Caucus for International Studies (WCIS). I am married to David Judson of the Judson Studios of Los Angeles and we have a son Benjamin (5) and daughter Georgia (2).

Teaching Assistant: 

Mike Jackson

I am currently a Masters student in USC’s Public Diplomacy program, the world’s first degree program in the field of public diplomacy.  My areas of academic research currently center around three main areas: U.S. international broadcasting, public diplomacy efforts toward the Middle East, and the role of the private sector in public diplomacy.  IR 305 will be the third class I’ve TA-ed at USC; previously I have worked with IR 100 (The US in World Affairs) and IR 367 (Africa and International Relations).

Prior to attending USC, I was the Communications and Outreach Officer at the Middle East Institute (MEI) in Washington, DC.  I have also worked at Powell Tate | Weber Shandwick, a Washington-based public relations firm.

I am currently the Treasurer of the USC Association of Public Diplomacy Scholars and the interim Media Relations Coordinator of the Safety in Learning Project, a program currently working to rebuild the Olya Primary school in Northern Uganda.  I have a BA in History from The George Washington University and I am originally from Dalton, Georgia.
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